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before it could be removed from the places where it was
felled*.
Two obstacles impeded the attempts at improvement.
^ne was *ke °PP°siti°n raised by vested interests. South-
ampton alleged that the making of a ' passage of water'
from Southampton to Winchester would impoverish the
former and enrich the latter: "It will take from South-
ampton all the trade of Oxford and the hither part of
Oxfordshire, to whom is sold all or the most part of their
wine and linen cloth "2. A proposal to make the River
Avon navigable was resisted by Wiltshire landowners on the
plea that corn, butter, cheese and other commodities would
be brought from remote districts to the markets in their
county at lower prices, " which will be a discouragement to
husbandry . . . and consequently the rents of land must
fall " 3. It was also apprehended that the demand for labour
engaged in transport would diminish, a few lightermen re-
placing hundreds of carriers 4 : and the stimulus given to the
employment of labour in the extractive and manufacturing
industries was ignored5. A similar argument was used
against the introduction of stage coaches6. A more serious
obstacle was the lack of capital. In 1675 the Salisbury
corporation resolved to make the River Avon navigable and
to expend £2000 on the undertaking : two years later work
was suspended until " they may have such assistance by
benefactors as may enable them thereunto " 7. In other cases
the enterprise was financed by local capitalists8; but
1 House of Commons Journals, xxiii. 469 (1740). For Defoe's account
of -the ' impassable county ' of Sussex, see An Essay upon Projects (1697),
109-110.	a Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, iv. 170 (1624).
3	House of Commons Journals, xi. 495 (1696).   Yarranton had urged
that the Avon should be made navigable to Stratford : England's Improve-
ment (1677), 117-118.
4	House of Commons Journals, xi. 495 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, iv.
170.   Even Defoe used this argument: A Plan of the English Commerce
(ed. 1728), 227.    Contrast infra, vol. iii. 55-56.
6 Especially in coal-mining: Matthew, A Mediterranean Passage by
Water (1670), 7.
' State Papers Domestic, 1671-1672, p. 57 ; 1672-1673, pp. 64, 346.
The Grand Concern of England explained in Several Proposals (1673), 25 seq.
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, iv. 247.
* E.g« the Aire and Calder and Trent: Statutes, vii. 534, 538. Certain
persons offered to complete the work at Salisbury: Hist. MSS. Comn*
Various, iv. 247.

